
egory) on Part A claims.  These claims are still denied often 
and have to be appealed.
 
Regardless of what restrictions Medicare places on SRS proce-
dures, this is a major update in CMS’s policy of seeing mental 
health disorders as true diseases that may require more than 
counseling services and medication.  It will be interesting to see 
how this decision translates into an NDC or coverage policy.
 
Kathy Stull, President
Superior Resources Medical Coding and Billing
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Academy Night at the Mud Hens

Academy Night at the Mud Hens will be held on Tues-
day, August 26, 2014 when the Toledo Mud Hens play 

the Columbus Clippers.  Dinner will begin at 5:30 pm and 
the first pitch is at 6:30 pm.  The reception will be hosted by 
Steve Bogart and Hylant Medical Risk Practice.  A reservation 
flyer was included in previous issues of the Communique'.  A 
reservation flyer is on page 3.

Fall Seminar 2014    

Fall Seminar 2014 will be held on Friday, September 26 
through Sunday, September 28 at Kalahari Resort and 

Convention Center in Sandusky, Ohio.  The seminar with 4 
AMA PRA Category 1 credits will begin at 8:00 am on Satur-
day, September 27.  A reservation flyer was included in pre-
vious issues of the Communique’.  If you would like a flyer, 
please contact Lee Wealton at 419/473-3206, ext. 4 or by email 
at lwealton@aol.com.    

Winter Seminar 2015

Winter Seminar 2015 will be held at Secrets Maroma 
Beach in Riviera Maya, Mexico.  We will leave non-

stop from Detroit on Saturday, January 24, 2015 and return on 
Saturday, January 31, 2015.  Secrets Maroma Beach is a luxuri-
ous five star all inclusive property with all the top amenities 
to make your stay so very comfortable.  A brochure with all of 
the details is included in this issue of the Communique’. Golf 
greens fees are complimentary, but there is a $55 cart fee in 
the afternoon and $55 plus a $30 prime time play fee in the 
morning.
    

Our team of CPA 
healthcare business 

specialists represents the 
largest number of multi-physician 

practices in NW Ohio—giving us the 
clear advantage for helping you 

develop financial and business 
strategies, tax savings options, and strategies, tax savings options, and 
retirement and estate plans to help you 
get to where you want to be in life.

Your patients trust you with their personal health.
Count on us to nurture your financial well-being.

(419) 891-1040 • www.wvco.com

SAVE THE DATE -  
2015 Academy of Medicine 
Annual Meeting   

The Academy of Medicine 
Annual Meeting will be 
held on Thursday, January 

8, 2015, at The Premier Banquet 
Complex, formerly Gladieux 
Meadows, at 4480 Heather-
downs Boulevard. The reception 
will begin at 6:00 pm, followed 
by dinner and the program.  

Medicare Changes Policy on Sex 
Reassignment Surgery

On Monday, June 2, Medicare lifted its 33 year ban on Sex 
Reassignment Surgery (SRS).  That does not, necessarily, 

mean Medicare will pay for sex change operations, though.

In 1981, the Department of Health and Human Services is-
sued an NDC (National Coverage Determination) stating 
that Sex Reassignment Surgery was experimental and, there-
fore, not eligible for payment under the Medicare program.  
The June 2, 2014 decision acknowledges that the procedures 
are not experimental and, therefore, could be covered under 
the Medicare program.  All procedures covered by Medi-
care must be medically necessary to treat a disease or injury 
and/or to restore bodily function.  So, when does Medicare 
consider SRS to be medically necessary?  That has not been 
determined.  Medicare’s website hasn’t been updated yet 
so the current NDC available still says the procedure is ex-
perimental. 

The most common diagnosis given for SRS is Gender Dys-
phoria.  In ICD 9, that’s code 302.85 “Gender identity dis-
order in adolescents or adults”.  The code is classified un-
der “Neurotic Disorder, Personality Disorders, And Other 
Nonpsychotic Mental Disorders”.  In ICD 10, the code will be 
F64.1 with the same description and is listed as a “Disorder 
of Adult Personality and Behavior”.  It will be interesting to 
see under what circumstances Medicare considers surgery a 
medically necessary treatment for a diagnosis classified as a 
“Mental Disorder”.  That could open the door for payment 
for surgical procedures for other conditions like Autism.

This change also allows Medicare to accept that a patient 
has had SRS, even if Medicare didn’t pay for it.  Currently, 
many transgender patients have difficulty getting certain 
claims covered due to sex related edits.  These edits ensure 
Medicare does not pay for mammograms for males, for ex-
ample.  A person born male who has transitioned to female, 
however, should have mammogram coverage.  Medicare 
does not change the patient’s sex in their files when they 
transition so these claims are caught in the sex/procedure 
edit.  Current instructions are to use modifier KX (Require-
ment specified in the medical policy have been met) on Part 
B claims and condition code 45 (Ambiguous Gender Cat-

Academy Mentorship 
Program

In 2006 the Academy Mentor-
ship Program was formed to 

offer support to local pre-med 
students.  One of the most fun 
and challenging parts of the pro-
gram is a one on one mentoring 
relationship with a pre-med stu-
dent.  The Academy continues to 
recruit potential mentors for the 
program.  If you have an interest 
in the program and would like to 
be a mentor, please contact Lee 
Wealton at 419/473-3206, ext. 4 
or at lwealton@aol.com. 
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The Alliance Built a Legacy…   
  

Who knew, 47 years ago, that an idea to nour-
ish patients returning home from a hospital 

stay would grow into a non-profit agency deliver-
ing meals to 600 people each day with the help of 
over 800 volunteers?

Fortunately, the women of The Academy of Medi-
cine of Toledo & Lucas County Auxiliary, now the 
Alliance, had the vision and foresight to see the 
impact their project would have on Toledo.  
     
Since 1967, Mobile Meals of Toledo has been filling 
a vital role in the Toledo community by provid-
ing meals for the elderly, ill, disabled and home-
bound. In the late 1950’s, the idea was brought 
up by Gladys Spear who was the City Nutrition-
ist for Toledo.  But it wasn’t until 1967 that the 
wheels started turning.  The first meeting took 
place in early spring of 1967, led by Gladys, Mil-
dred Bayer and Carolinea Heintz.  

The steering committee met to determine need 
and explore all the components for the initiation 
of such a project.  There were nineteen represen-
tatives from official and voluntary health and 
welfare agencies, hospital administrators, hospi-
tal social services, geriatric nurses, The Academy 
of Medicine and The Academy Auxiliary, as well 
as service and retirement groups.  Additional as-
sistance for the program was requested from the 
Visiting Nurse Service, Nutrition Service of the 
Toledo Health Department, Educational Associa-
tion for the Aged and Chronically Ill and the Sa-
roptimist Club.  Volunteers were recruited from 
the community.

The program was launched and after three years 
in operation, 74,730 meals had been served to 
550 clients.  Today, in our 46th year of providing 
meals, we serve around 600 clients each day! Half 
a million meals are delivered each year, enabling 
our clients to remain independent and in their 
own homes. 

Research has shown us how important nutrition is 
to healing, both physically and mentally. Good nu-
trition can help prevent re-admittance to a hospital 
after discharge and if maintained, can help prevent 
or prolong the need for more extended care. Mobile 
Meals provides that nutrition every day.

We also know how important a friendly visit is to alle-
viating isolation and loneliness. Knowing that some-
one is stopping by to say hello and to drop off a meal 
often gives people a reason to get up and get dressed 
each day. The benefits of daily human interaction on 
a patient’s health cannot be underestimated. 

Mobile Meals has no age or income restrictions. The 
meals are affordable with a sliding-fee-scale based 
on income. Recommending home-delivered meals 
to a patient, family member, friend or neighbor can 
be a step toward better health, an enhanced quality 
of life and continued independence. Contact Mobile 
Meals  at 419-255-7806 or www.mobilemeals.org for 
brochures, information or to make a referral.

Maureen Stevens
Executive Director

Note: In addition to the Meals-on-Wheels Program, Mobile 
Meals operates the Weekender Program™ which provides over 
1,600 bags of shelf-stable food to low income schoolchildren each 
week during the school year. Our Pet Food Program nourishes 
our clients’ pets so that the clients do not feel the need to share 
their own meals with their beloved pets. And finally, our Volun-
teer Program, the “heart” of Mobile Meals, assures that we have 
a steady corps of volunteers to help carry out our mission.

Healthy Living News

The Academy of Medicine Community Relations & 
Communications Commission continues to recruit 

contributors to “The Academy Corner” in Healthy Living 
News.  Articles for the monthly publication are approxi-
mately 300 words and can be sent to Dr. Ron Shapiro at 
rshapiro@willomd.com.  Maintaining the presence of “The 
Academy Corner” in Healthy Living News favorably keeps 
The Academy of Medicine in the public eye, as well as its 
members.  

reception hosted by Hylant Medical Risk Practice
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550 clients.  Today, in our 46th year of providing 
meals, we serve around 600 clients each day! Half 
a million meals are delivered each year, enabling 
our clients to remain independent and in their 
own homes. 

Research has shown us how important nutrition is 
to healing, both physically and mentally. Good nu-
trition can help prevent re-admittance to a hospital 
after discharge and if maintained, can help prevent 
or prolong the need for more extended care. Mobile 
Meals provides that nutrition every day.

We also know how important a friendly visit is to alle-
viating isolation and loneliness. Knowing that some-
one is stopping by to say hello and to drop off a meal 
often gives people a reason to get up and get dressed 
each day. The benefits of daily human interaction on 
a patient’s health cannot be underestimated. 

Mobile Meals has no age or income restrictions. The 
meals are affordable with a sliding-fee-scale based 
on income. Recommending home-delivered meals 
to a patient, family member, friend or neighbor can 
be a step toward better health, an enhanced quality 
of life and continued independence. Contact Mobile 
Meals  at 419-255-7806 or www.mobilemeals.org for 
brochures, information or to make a referral.
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week during the school year. Our Pet Food Program nourishes 
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teer Program, the “heart” of Mobile Meals, assures that we have 
a steady corps of volunteers to help carry out our mission.
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Communications Commission continues to recruit 
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Beach in Riviera Maya, Mexico.  We will leave non-

stop from Detroit on Saturday, January 24, 2015 and return on 
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ous five star all inclusive property with all the top amenities 
to make your stay so very comfortable.  A brochure with all of 
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the afternoon and $55 plus a $30 prime time play fee in the 
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mean Medicare will pay for sex change operations, though.
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sued an NDC (National Coverage Determination) stating 
that Sex Reassignment Surgery was experimental and, there-
fore, not eligible for payment under the Medicare program.  
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are not experimental and, therefore, could be covered under 
the Medicare program.  All procedures covered by Medi-
care must be medically necessary to treat a disease or injury 
and/or to restore bodily function.  So, when does Medicare 
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Nonpsychotic Mental Disorders”.  In ICD 10, the code will be 
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of Adult Personality and Behavior”.  It will be interesting to 
see under what circumstances Medicare considers surgery a 
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many transgender patients have difficulty getting certain 
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